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anfwering this Purpofe, there may be alfo fome of- 
fenfive or ufeful Qualities annexed, it may, not be 
amifs perhaps to review fome Part of the Materia 
medic a for this End, 

I fhall add, that, be/ides this extraordinary Power 
in preferving Bodies, I have difcover'd in fome of 
thefe Subftances a fweetening or corre&ing Quality 
after Putrefadtion had actually begun. But thefe Ex- 
periments I fhall lay before the Society fome other 
time ; with a Table of the comparative Force of Salts, 
and fome further Remarks on the fame Subject. 

N. B. Thefe Experiments will be continued in the 
next Number of thefe Tranfactions. 



XVI. An attempt to explain an antientGreek 
infcription y ingraven upon a curious bronze 
cup with two handles* and publijhed with a 
draught of the cup by Dr. Pococke, in his 
Defcriptton of the Eaft, Vol. II. Part 2. 
pag. 207. By John Ward, Pr.Rhet. Grejh. 
and F. R. S. 

Xeadfrne 28.rTT^HE diameter of the cup on the in* 
I7S ° # J[ fide is about thirteen inches and a 
half, as near as I could take it from a copy of the 
infeription, which is placed round the upper fide 
of the rim. A draught of which is hereunto an- 
nexed, reduced to about two thirds of the fize (1) 5 
_____ and 

(x) See Tab. II. Tig. 3. 
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and may alfo be feen in Dn Pococke, with only 
this difference, that the characters on the cup are not 
cut in continued lines, as in the do&or's plate, but 
confift of feparate points placed in the form of let- 
ters, as here represented. Letters exprefled in this 
manner appear upon feveral antient coins ; and may 
Jikewife be feen in the filver plates, found not long 
fince in Hertfordshire, and publifhed in thefe Trans- 
actions (i). As to the circular form of the inferi- 
ption, wc read in Paufanias of an inftance not very 
much unlike this, Iphitus king of Elis is faid to 
have reftorcd the Olympic games, during which all 
hoftilities ceafed among the feveral ftates of Pelo- 
ponnefus. Throwing the difcus or quoit was one oi 
the exercifes performed in thofe games, and the 
difcus of Iphitus was depofited in the temple of 
Juno at Olympian upon which the ceffation of arms, 
always obferved at that folemnity, being ingraved 
was then publicly read. Which infeription, as the 
hiftorian obferves, was not cut in ftrait lines, but in 
the form of a circle. Tho whether the letters were 
placed on the face of the difcus, or upon the edge^ 
like fome modern coins, is not exprefly faid. The 
words are thefe : Tai>W ffxgj^iW] a* 1$ evSrus l%et 
yeyf)OLfjLfjLipi/iv> ccAAa e$ 3cJxA» <r%ni*ct 7rsgisi<riv \ir\ 
t$ £iay.c*) ra ypdfxfjLctrcc* That is : Hae [induciaej 
non retto verjuum ordinefunt infer iptae } fed Uteris 
in difco orb em ambient ibus (2). 

But 



(1) Num. 476. 

(2) Paufanias^ Lib. v. <r ; 20. f. 427. ed. Lipf. 1626. Where Pet 
Faber for it ivQtii reads \$ et/9v, Agonift. Lib, 11. c. 26. 
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But I return to the infcriptlon on the cup, which, 
as I apprehend, may be thus read in the common 
Greek chara&ers. 

M N A 
BASIAETS MI0PAAATH2 ETnATOP 
7*012 ENTOS TOT TTMNA2IOT ETnATOPiSTAIZ 
TT<E>A vel TOTfcA AlAHOZE. 

In Latin thus : 

Monumentum dedit 
Rex Mithradates Eupator Eupatoridis 
ingymnajio Cvel intra gymndjium\ 
Gypha [vel Gupha^fervavit. 
I. The letters mna ftand by themfelves over the 
reft, which are placed below them in the form of a cir- 
cle $ which circle is made up of the four fegments here 
put one under another, when united in one orbicular 
line. And the fituation of thefe three letters in the 
annexed draught fhews, over what words of the cir- 
cular part they are placed/ All the words from 
Basiaets to ErriATOPirrAiz take in above half the 
circumference of the rim of the cup ; and the divi- 
fion of this laft word was occasioned, as I fuppofe, 
by one of the handles being fixed there. The two 
laft words ftand at a confidcrable diftancc from the 
reft, on the remaining part of the rim. 

II. If thofe three letters above the reft are not a 
date, they may, as I conjefture, ftand for ^v^oamov 
cTtoxg for |JWg, without the augment. Where the 
word fjLvvfj.Q<rvvGv feems to be ufed in the fame fenfe, 
as we meet with it in Catullus, when he fais, Verum 
eft fjLwijxQavvov meifodalis (i). 

III. 



(i) Epigram. *f/Afini»m, 
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III. In the circular line Mi9f<x<teW is put for 
MiO^aT^, as his nanic is^ufually writen. And To 
it is fpelt in two other inferiptions, both found by 
Spon in the ifle of'Dtlos, at a confiderablc diftancc 
from each other, and publtflicd in his Voyage d' It alie 
etc (i). The like fpdling may alfo be i'cen both on 
the coins of this prince (2), and in the editiop of 
Tacitus pubiifhed by Lipjius. Thcfe inferiptions 
were cut on the remaining pedeftals of two ftatues, 
which had formerly been placed there, one in ho- 
nour of Mithridates Euergetes the father of this 
prince, and the other of himfelf. I (hall here tran- 
icribe them both, as they will ferve to illuftrate that 
on the cup. The former runs thus : 

BA^IAEns MI0PAAATOT 

ETEPTETOT 2EAETKOV 

MAPA0ONIO2 TTMNA 

SIAPXftN. 

In Latin: 
Regis Mithradatis Euergetae Seleucus 
Marat konius gymnafio praefecius 
ftatuam poluit. 
The latter is as follows : 

BASIAE02 MI0PAAATOT ET 
HATOPO-S ETTTX......TOT 

MI0PAAATOT ETEPTETOT 

AIONT2IOS NEX NOS 

A0HNAIO2 TTMNA2IAPXH 
SAS ANE0HKEN. 

In Latin ; 

Regis 



(1) Tom. in. pag.%6. 

(2) Numifm, Ftmbrocb. Far. 11. tab. 66. 

Rr r 
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Regis Mithradatis Eupatoris Eutych.* filii Mi- 
thradatis Euerjvtae *DionyJitts Nef. .nm Athe- 
nienJisgymnaJwpfaefe^uspQfuit ftatuam. 

It appears highly probable by thefe infcriptions, 
that there was a gymnafium (i), or college, at that 
time in fD/Us. And the Jfyme writer obferves, that 
riedf td&ifc former he found eleven pillars ftanding 
without chapiters, and others lying on the ground. 
At which place, as he fais, the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring ifles (for 'Delos was then uninhabited) 
have a tradition, that a college antiently flood 5 and 
he further adds, that the corfairs ftill continue to 
call this ifland by the name of Thefchsols (2). And 
therefore it is not improbable, that this cup, which 
fome years fmce was found in the port of Antium y 
and (as Dr. Tococke fais) is now placed among the 
antiquities of the capitol at Rome, might formerly 
have been brought from that ifland: and the name 
Eujpatoridae given to thofe of the college, in honour 
of this king Mithridates, their benefa&or ; who 
feems to have been pleafed with the name Eupator, 
afcribed to him in the latter inscription, ftnee he 
built a city in 'Paphlagonia, which he called Eupa- 
foria, as we are told by Tliny (3) and Appian (4). 
By the latter of whom we learn alfo, that he was 

fond 



(1) By the word gymnafium among the Greeks was meant a num- 
ber of contiguous buildings, with portico's and open walks, fq djj& 
pofedas to be fitted, fome for bodily exercifes* and others for the 
iVttdy of the liberal arts and feiences. 

(2) Tom. I. pag. 177. ■ 

(3) Nat. Hift. Lib. vl. cap. 2. 

(4) Rom, Hift, pag, 2<>i, td. Stefh 
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fond of fine ornaments^ and elegant furniture j and 
had made a vaft colte&ion- of them, of which vafes 
were always efteemed a confiderable part (i). The 
imperfect word etttx. which follows Eupatoris in 
the fameinfeription, may perhaps ftand foi etttxots, 
Eutychis, or Felicis\ as that word occurs at length 
in another infeription difcovered by Sponixx the fame 
ifland, of which the two names aiontsiot etttxot 
then only remained (2). Tho indeed I have not met 
with that name elfewhere afcribed to Mithridates ; 
notwithftanding Cicero mentions a large catalogue 
of extravagant titles, which had been heaped upon 
him by his flatterers. Mitkridatem, fais he, 'Deum, 
ilium 'Pattern, ilium Confervatorem AJiae, ilium 
Euium, Ny/ium, Bacchum, Liberum nominabant '(3). 
But yet it is pofllbie, that the title Eutyches might 
have been given him, on account of his great flic- 
cefe in war^for many years. As Sylla afterwards af- 
fumed that of Felix, for the like reafon; and upon 
his triumph at Rome, for his vi&ory over that po- 
werful prince, had alfo his other titles of Confer vat or 
and "Pater afcribed to him, as we are told by Tlux 
tarch (4). Thefeinfcfiptions give us alfo the names 
of two prefidents of that college,;the former of whom 
is called Seleucus of Marathon? and the latter Dio~ 
rtyfius of Athens, who -might pofllbly have taken 

the 



(1) Rom. Hift. fag.i^i. edrSttfh. 

(2) Tom. in. fag. 87. 

(3) Pro Vlacc. c. 25. 

(4) Vit. Syll. Tom. v. f, 8dy. ed. Stefh. See iikewife Figkii 
JnnaL. «d A.V. 672. 

Rrr 2 
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the name c Dionyfiu$ from his patron Mithridates, who 
befides the name Eupator aflumed alfo that of *Dio- 
nyfus as the fame author relates (i). But the fecond 
name of this latter preftdent Nef. . . . nus being im- 
perfeft, I am at a lofs how to fill it up. 

IV. The letters next following 'Et/TraVj upon the 
cup I take to ftand for ro?$ \v\q* j tho they are ftrangely 
confufed, by rcafon of a miftake, which ieems to 
have been made at firft in writing the infeription. 
In the word yvfivavtv the two letters v* are united 
in one charafter. And as to the exprellion l v %$ 
yvfxvcto-lv, which here refers to place, and not totime, 
as it more ufually does; Hefy chins has, hrc$ rZ 
<rc!>fjL*%$> ^PhavorinuSy hlos oixiasy and Apollonius 
RhodiuSj as cited byi/. Steph. ivlosareos. And in 
the word 9 EuTr*%i>i<r*i£ 7 the letters ar are put for 
<F, and £ for $. 

V. Of the two laft words upon the cup, which 
(as has been obferved) ftand feparate from the reft, 
the former is. a proper name; but whether the firft 
character in it was defigned only for a r, or a com- 
bination of the two letters TO, I am not certain. 
In the following word JVafa>£g without the augment, 
for fifowfi, % is put for a > and likewife £, as in the 
preceding word 'EuT*loPicreu£. I fhould have been 
led to imagine, that Gypha, or Gup ha, might be 
the name of the fculptor, and <fia£&>£g ftand for 
/w'guw, txfetdpfit or perfculpjit $ it being a common 
pra&ice for artifts to fet their own names to their 
works > had it not appeared an objection to this, 

that 



(1) UU f*L *5<>. See alfo Pht. Sjmpof. L. I. j. <S. 
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that the infeription is no better executed 5 and like- 
wife that neither the form, nor combination, of the 
letters feems to fuit with the age of Mithridates. 
I am therefore inclined to think, that the cup did 
not come into the hands of this perfon till a confi- 
derable time afterwards; who feems to have been 
no great fcribe, but was willing however to pre- 
ferve both the memory of fo curious a vafe, and his 
own as the pofleflbr of it. 

As the feveral variations from the common man- 
ner of fpelling, which occur in this infeription, are 
to be met with in Greek writers ; I fhall trouble 
this AfTcmbly with no further remarks upon them, 
than juft to obferve, that Lucian in his humorous 
difcourfe, inticled Judicium vocalium, complains, 
that among many other innovations, which had then 
crept into the language, t had invaded the place of 
<T, and both £ and £ that of ?. 

Thus I have attempted to offer my thoughts upon 
this intricate infeription, and explain it in fuch a 
manner, as appeared to me the moft probable, from 
a copy of it, communicated to mc fome years fince 
by Smart Lithieullier efquire, a worthy member of 
this Society, who had it from Father Revillas a* 
Rome. 

1749' X5 ' John Ward. 

Tojifcript. 

Spon was at Delos in the month oiAuguJi 1675, 
when he copied the two inferiptions mentioned above. 
But it feems to be owing to the fmallnefs of his 
page, that the former of them is printed in four lines; 

4 for 
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for Wheeler y who took it at the fame time, brings 
it into three, in the following manner : 

BASIAEOSf 1 ) MI0PAAATOT 
ETEPTETOT 2EAETK0S 
MAPA0ONIOS rTMNASlAPXQNC*). 

Tourneforty who was there in QElober 1700, con- 
firms this draught of Wheeler, as to the form of it; 
and fais, the infcription was cut upon a fquare pe- 
deftal, two feet five inches high, and two feet one 
inch broad. And as part of it was defaced at the 
begining of the lines, I have here tranfcribed the 
copy publifhed by him, of what then remained* 

........ IT0PAAATOT 

SEAETKOS 

..2 rTMNASIAPXflN^) 

But Dr. Anthony Askew > a worthy member of 
this Society, who was there in October 1 747, tho 
he found the pedeftal pretty much broken, in tl\e 
manner defcribed by Tourneforty yet obferved moxe 
letters of the infcription then remaining, than are 
given us by him. The difference will appear by 
the following copy, with which the Do&or was 
pleafed to oblige me out of his large and curious 
collection of infcriptions, and other valuable anti- 
quities : 

2 MIOPAAATOT 

OT 2EAEXKOS 

.... . £ rTMNA2IAPxnN r . 

The 



(1) The O in this word feeros to be amiftake in the print for $. 

(r) Travel?, fag. 56. 

(3) ybjag* fa Levant^ T&m. I. fag. 297. a Varti 1717. qu, 
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The latter infeription mentioned above, as cre&ed 
in honour of Mithridates Eupator, was found, as 
Spon informs us, upon a round bafts, at a great di- 
ftance from the other. It is likewife taken notice of 
by Wheeler y tho he has given no draught of it. But 
Tournefort fuppofes it to have been gon, before he 
was there $ becaufe, upon fearching for it, he could 
not find it. Which indeed is not to be wondered at; 
fmce we are told by Spon, that Delos being intirely 
in ruins, and without any inhabitants, the antient 
remains, being of Parian marble, are frequently 
carried away by ftrangers, either for curiofity or ufe. 

However Tournefort difcovered part of another 
pedeftal, in the fhape of a cylinder, not far from the 
former of the two already mentioned. It lay half 
buried in the fand, but being opened and wafhed, 
an imperfect infeription was found upon it. The 
remaining words of which are thefc : 

B-A2IAEH2 NIKOMHA,, 
TOT ETTONOT (») BA2IAEQ2. 
NIKOMEAOT (*) EIIIfrANOT 
*... KOTPIAH2( 3 ) AIOSKOPIAOT 
PAMNOTSIOS TTMNA2IAPXO .- 

In Latin thus ; 

Regis 



(i) I am obliged likewife to Dr. Askew for a copy of this inferi- 
ption, taken by himfelf^ by which it appears, that T in this word is 
a miftake for r, as the "Doctor has writen it. 

(2) The E in this word is alfo a miftake for H, as it is writen 
in the firft line here, and by Dr. Askew in both places. 

(3) { take this to be the fame name as the following; the middle 
fyllable of which is ufually writen with O, but fometimes with O T. 
See Grut* fag. lxxxvl num* 2. 
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Regis Nicomedis nepotis regis Nicomedis Epiphanis 

^Diofcorides ^Diofcoridis Ramnujius praefeffus 

gymnajio ftatuam pofuit. 

King NicomedeSy to whofe honour this infcription 
waserc&ed, is here called eyyov<&> $ that is grand- 
forty of Nicomedes Ep if hones king of Bithynia. 
Which feems to confirm the account of Appian* 
who gives the name Nicomedes to the three laft 
Bithynian kings. The firft of whom being, as he 
fais, the fon of Trufias (and here (tiled Efifhanes) 
was fucceded firft by his fon Nicomedes Thilopatoty 
and then by his grandfon, whom he calls barely 
Nicomedes* without fubjoining any cognomen* agre- 
ably to this infcription. And he further adds, that 
it was this laft, who left his kingdom to the Roman 
people by his will (i ). Which bequeft was made in 
the year of the city 6j$> and was foon followed by 
their third and laft war with MithridatesEupator (a). 
Some have fuppofed this account of Apfian to be 
erroneous, through a miftake in the copies 5 becaufe 
other writers generally mention but one Bithynian 
king, as fucceflfor to Nicomedes Epiphanes, who was 
alfo named Nicomedes^ made the Roman ftatc his 
heir, and has been taken for his fon (3). But the 
infcription, by calling this latter the grand/on of the 
former, as Appian does, corroborates his account > 
who likewife fais exprefly, that his fon Thilopator 

was 



(1) Rom. Hift. fag, 175, ed. Stefb. 

W) Pigb. Annal. Rom. 

1 3) See Vaillant) Achmtntd, imfer. Tom. II. fag. 345, 354. 
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was confirmed in his father's kingdom by a decree of 
the Roman fenate (i). 

I thought it proper to take notice of this inferi- 
ption, not only as it fcems to clear up the fuccefllon 
of the Bithynian kings 5 but likewifc as it contains 
the name of a third prcfident of the college in 
Defos, and fhews the regard that was paid to it by 
the princes of different countries in jtjia. 

J.w. 



XVII. A Letter from Mr. Henry Baker 
F. R. S. to the Prefident, containing /lb- 
Jira&s oj fever al Observations of Aurora 
Boreales lately feen. 

SIR, 

/wjunc28,^XN Monday the 23d o? January laft, 

i7>°- x^Jf fomc unufual Appearances were ob- 

ferved in the Sky, at London, and the Towns about 

it, 



(1) Vaitlant has glvtm us the imprcflion of an head upn n a fiSvcr 
tctradrachm, v/i h this tide placed over it, Nicomedes Ephkanes rex 
Nkomediae; whom he takes to have been the grandfather of Pru- 
Jias : Achemened. imp. Tom. II. p. 304.. And Dr. Mead has fuch a 
co n in his coiieftion with rhef- words on the reverie, BASIAE^S 
Eril*AXOT2MKOMHAOT2. Where Epiphams the cognomen 
ftands fn ft, as it Inm cum r- cuts in ancient writers: OV. Orat.c. 27. 
An imprcflion a!fo of a fimitar coin, with the head on one fi.ie, and ;hc 
fdwc legend on the other, m.*y be feen j^mon; the NumiQ^ta Pom- 
Iroeh. Par. II. teb.6ij. But Vatllant fats, tint V had not nu- vuh 
any coin, which had on it the head of Kuunedct Epiphmm rie 
ion of PruJIaf, to whom the infeription refers, which is cut en ihe 
Kane. Uti fupra } pag. 355, 

Sff 



